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SMILE . . . 

I’m humbled to be the President of your 
WDHA organization, thank you.  Wyoming is 
going to be a popular destination for the 
ADHA Presidents this year, so I highly 
recommend you clear your calendars and 
come enjoy some informed, enthusiastic 
speakers.  This truly is a rare opportunity for 
us to have such access to our national dental 
hygiene leaders.   I welcome and encourage 
all Wyoming dental hygienists, dental hygiene 
students and surrounding states dental 
hygienists to attend these events.   

On April 12th, 2008, Jean Connor, 
RDH, ADHA President, will be attending the 
LCCC graduation and in September (5-6th), 
for our Annual Sessions, we will have our 
newly installed ADHA President Diann 
Bomkapp.   Both of these dental hygienists 
are very accessible individuals and are 
excited to learn what Wyoming dental 
hygienists are both excited and concerned 
about, with the profession of dental hygiene, 
as it pertains to our State.   

One of our goals, as an association, is 
to advance the dental hygiene profession in 
Wyoming through mandatory continuing 
education.  A committee was formed to 
establish parameters for mandatory 
continuing education and these 
recommendations were presented to the 
Wyoming Board of Dental Examiners.  I would 
like to thank members of this committee, for 
the time into researching and preparing their 
thorough recommendations for the WBDE.  

Another goal WDHA has chosen is to 
try and make WDHA, an inclusive association, 
for all Wyoming Dental Hygienists and dental 
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hygiene students. Personally, I have gained 
from belonging to our organization.  #1.  I’m 
able to attend hygiene programs in which 
dynamic speakers were important current 
information is presented.  #2.  I’m able to 
network with fellow hygienists from across the 
state.   For me this keeps dental hygiene 
interesting and fun!   
 I would like to thank all the members of 
ADHA/WDHA for their continued commitment 
to our profession.  A big thanks also goes out 
to all the members of this year’s Board of 
Trustee’s and the many Committee’s it takes 
for ideas and goals to keep moving forward.  I 
wish everyone could see the dedication and 
passion these fine hygienists bring to “our” 
association.   If anyone has any questions or 
concerns, please contact me.  My contact 
information is on our website:  
wyomingdha.org.  See you April 12th at LCCC.  
 
Joni Hamilton, RDH, BS 
WDHA President  
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If you would like to add any events to this 
calendar, please contact saraberes@hotmail.com 
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The Wyoming Board of Dental Examiners (WBDE) met in Lander on January 11, 2008.  They met in 
executive session in the morning and I was able to join them after 12 noon.  There were many items 
discussed with the most pertinent for dental hygienists being the proposal for mandatory continuing 
education for both dentists and dental hygienists.�

A draft proposal was presented to the Board requiring 20 hours of continuing education to 
be completed in two (2) years.  Many details were discussed such as requirements, reporting procedures, 
exemptions and exceptions.  The draft then went back to committee for revisions.  This item will be 
discussed again at the June WBDE meeting.  When the Board has approved the final draft, the proposal 
will then be available for public comment.  �

I would urge all WDHA members to attend the meeting.  This board regulates our profession and it is 
up to each of us to keep informed.  The current dental hygienist on the Board, Sherrie Hotchkiss, will end 
her tenure March of 2008.  The Governor will select the next hygienist before March.�
� �

Sheila S. Flynn, RDH�
WDHA Member�
Sheridan�
�

Wyoming Board of Dental Examiners Meeting�
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